STAFF SERGEANT

[image: image1.png]


       [image: image2.png]


       [image: image3.png]


        [image: image4.png]


       [image: image5.png]



     The grade of rank closely parallels that of the sergeant in duties and responsibilities. In fact, the basic duties and responsibility of all the NCO ranks never change, but there are differences, significant differences, between this step in the NCO structure and the preceding one.

Understanding these differences is vital. The staff sergeant is a more experienced leader of Soldiers. The staff sergeant has considerably more time in the Army than the sergeant. It is proper to expect that the staff sergeant can bring the benefits of that experience to bear in any situation and under all circumstances.

The major difference between the staff sergeant and the sergeant is not, as often mistakenly believed, authority, but rather sphere of influence. The staff sergeant is in daily contact with large numbers of Soldiers and generally has more equipment and other property to maintain.

The staff sergeant will often have one or more sergeants who work under his direct leadership. The staff sergeant is responsible for their continued successful development as well as that of other Soldiers in the section, squad or team.
More often than not, the lack of understanding of the function of this important NCO position by leaders is the cause of disruption and failure in small unit training.

If NCO are “The Backbone” of the Army, then staff sergeants are the elements of which backbones are made. The complexities of the job of the staff sergeant increases as the responsibilities broaden. The staff sergeant’s professional competence is measured by how well the staff sergeant develops, maintains and uses the full range of human potential of his Soldiers. The staff sergeant’s success, more than any other grade of the NCO rank, leads the path to the Army’s success, and the footprints you will see behind those of our greatest military leaders are probably those of a staff sergeant, where he stood confident, proud and eager to assist.
The major and skill level duties of an 89D SSG are listed below. 

10-166. 89D--Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Specialist (EOD Sp), CMF 89

     a. Major duties. Locates, identifies, renders safe and disposes of foreign and domestic conventional, biological, chemical, or nuclear ordnance and improved explosive devices (IED); weapons of mass destruction and large vehicle bombs; conducts intelligence gathering operations of first seen foreign ordnance; supports VIP missions for the U.S. Secret Service, State Department and other Federal agencies. Duties for MOS 89D at each level of skill are:

          (1) MOSC 89D1O. Researches and identifies ordnance using EOD technical publications. Detects the presence of and identifies chemical agents. Prepares and maintains EOD tools, equipment and vehicles. Assist in operating an Emergency Contamination Control Station (ECCS) and Emergency Personnel Decontamination Station (EPDS). Assist in locating and gaining access to buried ordnance. Assist the EOD Team Leader in performing the major duties.

   

(2) MOSC 89D2O. Perform duties in the preceding grade level. Supervises and provides technical guidance to less experience Soldiers.

Perform radiological monitoring. Reads and interprets x-rays, diagrams, drawings and other technical information on explosive ordnance. Conduct formal instruction to military and civilian audiences. Assist with the administrative duties necessary to support unit operations. Assist in preparing technical intelligence and incident reports.



(3) MOSC 89D3O. Perform duties in the preceding grade levels. Performs or supervises render safe and disposal procedures on conventional, biological, chemical and improvised explosive devices. Develops new render safe and disposal procedures where none exist or modifies existing procedures to adapt to new situations. Supervise transportation and storage of explosives and hazardous unexploded ordnance. Supervise operation of the ECCS and EPDS. Advises commanders on precautions and actions necessary when unexploded ordnance is located in their area of operation. Prepare technical intelligence and incident reports. Advise military and civilian agencies on disposition of hazardous unexploded ordnance and searching techniques for improvised explosive devices. Perform administrative and supervisory functions in maintenance, security, supply and training management. Supervise transportation and storage of explosives and unexploded ordnance. 
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