PVT–SPC/CPL. Soldiers in the early years of their careers must focus on building a strong base of technical expertise in basic MOS skills and common Soldier tasks.

(a) Institutional training. AIT and WLC.

(b) Operational assignments. Instrumentalist in an Army band (small or medium).  Instrumentalists are also assigned duties as clerks or assistants in support of Band Critical Function areas.

(c) Self-development. SL1 Soldiers must maintain instrumental proficiency (score of 18 on the AMPA) for retention in service, and should continually strive to improve their MOS skills.  Team Leaders will periodically verify that skills are maintained.  Soldiers should begin or continue their civilian education concentrating on musical studies.  See the 42R SOCAD or GoArmyEd.com for more information. For additional information on self-development, refer to paragraph 17–3.

(d) Additional training.  Soldiers should complete ACCP courses that broaden their knowledge of general military subjects.  Courses that relate to their additional duties in band Critical Function areas as mentioned above will also be helpful.   Completion of the Airborne Course and/or Air Assault Course is encouraged for Soldiers assigned to bands where these courses are available.

(e) Special assignments. None.

